SIGGRAPH Technical Papers Deadline Survey

Q1 What geographic region do you reside in.
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Q2 What is your level of involvement in the research community

ANSWER CHOICES
Student
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ANSWER CHOICES

Yes

No

Not sure

TOTAL
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Q3 Are you attending SIGGRAPH Asia in Brisbane?

Answered: 1,036  Skipped: 4
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Q4 If the technical papers deadline had been December 19th this year,
would that have changed your plans to attend SIGGRAPH Asia in
Brisbane (Nov 17-20th)?

Answered: 167  Skipped: 873

No, my
decision on...

Yes, lam
attending an...

0%  10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

No, my decision on attendance depends on other factors (acceptance of submissions, personal reasons). Moving the 68.86% 115
SIGGRAPH deadline to December would have had no affect.

Yes, | am attending and would have not attended if the deadline was on that date. 31.14% 52

TOTAL 167

4117
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Q5 How many SIGGRAPH Asia conferences have you attended in the
past 8 years?

Answered: 831  Skipped: 209
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Q6 How many SIGGRAPH conferences have you attended in the past 8

years?

Answered: 831  Skipped: 209

None
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ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

None 17.81% 148
1 14.32% 119
2.4 33.57% 279
5+ 34.30% 285
TOTAL 831
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Q7 Are you in favor of moving the Technical Papers Deadline to mid to
late December 2020 for SIGGRAPH 2021?

Answered: 831  Skipped: 209

Strongly
Opposed

Opposed
Indifferent
Prefer

Strongly Prefer

0%  10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Strongly Opposed 21.30% 177
Opposed 16.61% 138
Indifferent 13.84% 115
Prefer 20.94% 174
Strongly Prefer 27.32% 227
TOTAL 831
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Q8 If the Technical Papers Deadline was moved to December, would it
impact your decision to attend SIGGRAPH Asia in the future?

Answered: 824  Skipped: 216

No it would
not playar...

Yes, if it was
within 1 wee...

Yes, if it was
within 2 wee...

Yes, if it was
within 3 wee...

Yes, if it was
within 4 wee...

0%  10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

No it would not play a role in my decision. 46.84% 386
Yes, if it was within 1 week of the close of SIGGRAPH Asia 7.52% 62
Yes, if it was within 2 weeks of the close of SIGGRAPH Asia 16.38% 135
Yes, if it was within 3 weeks of the close of SIGGRAPH Asia 10.32% 85
Yes, if it was within 4 weeks of the close of SIGGRAPH Asia 18.93% 156
TOTAL 824
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Q9 Are you in favor of moving the Technical Papers Deadline to February
starting in 20217

Strongly
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Strongly Prefer
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Q10 Do you submit to specialized conferences with a deadline after the
SIGGRAPH rejection notice: EGSR, Expressive, HPG, SCA, SGP, etc.

Answered: 829  Skipped: 211

No

0%  10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
No 41.13% 341
Yes 58.87% 488
TOTAL 829
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Q11 Would having submission deadlines to specialized conferences
before the SIGGRAPH rejection notice impact your decision to submit to
specialized conferences?

Answered: 824  Skipped: 216

No
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ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
No 41.75% 344
Yes 58.25% 480
TOTAL 824
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Q12 Any thoughts, comments or concerns about potential changes to the
deadline? Do you have further suggestions for dealing with submission
deadlines? Please be concise and to the point.
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Answered: 125  Skipped: 915

RESPONSES

changing deadlines has to take into account the deadlines of other related conferences, e.g., IEEE
Vis, EuroVis, Eurographics, ...

This pool looks like a false dilemma: change to either December or February. What about not
changing, for instance ?

It's a long overdue discussion on moving the deadline to mid December.
Mid January 10-15

| believe a deadline in December is still far enough from the siggraph Asia conference and could
give the researchers a better work-balance life in christmas

least painful part of the solution is to shorten the time for initial review of siggraph paper; many
reviewers leave it for the final few days, so if the reviewers were pre-warned, then two weeks to
review a couple of papers is sufficient. that would allow feb. submission deadline and also
rejection notice before submission deadlines to specialized conferences.

Current deadline is good. Better than early January (I remember Jan 5th was horrible), and way
better than December, around all the finals, end of year stuff, writing reference letters, etc.
Siggraph has many things that are broken. THIS IS NOT ONE OF THEM. Just leave the deadline
alone.

The reviewing time frame is tight enough as it is. | am concerned that it will be hard to find external
reviewers for 12-15 papers (typical load for primary/secondary reviewers) if the reviewing time
frame is shortened. That's not to mention providing reasonable quality reviews for that many
papers.

Please don't change the deadlines to February since it's Chinese New Year (or Chinese
Christmas). Thank you!

Moving the SIGGRAPH deadline to mid December would be the single biggest improvement to
quality of life/work-life balance since the start of my research career.

Having it on the 23rd as is done this year is already a massive improvement over previous years
as it gives enough breathing time between Christmas holidays and the deadline to relax a little.

I'd suggest moving the SIGGRAPH Asia conference dates a couple of weeks earlier to minimize
the impact of moving the SIGGRAPH deadline to mid-late December.

There are anyways too many conferences, too many papers, too much travel, too much CO2. We
should move to a journal-centric system which has worked in the natural sciences for hundreds of
years.

Being away from Christmas is certainly a good idea. | have no real preference between setting the
deadline in December or late January (February is a bit too late), but | strongly support moving the
deadline at least 3 weeks after Christmas. Next year (23 January) is actually not too bad in my
opinion.

Please move deadline to stop interfering with winter holidays.

This is a good idea to evaluate. Moving the siggraph deadline to Feb makes sense. Somehow
mid-Dec still feels "crowded" as there are often lots of end-of-year things due.

| believe the specialized conferences make it very difficult to move the deadline to Feb. | prefer to
move it before Christmas and maybe move SigAsia a bit earlier as well.

The question about moving the deadline to December is difficult to answer. In my case, a deadline
in mid December (e.g., Dec 15) is highly welcome. A deadline in late December (after Dec 22)
would be extremely difficult to handle. My priority in case of a deadline shift is: 1. Dec 15. 2. Feb
15. 3. Jan 20ish, as it is now.

Moving te deadline to February would ameliorate the problem, but not solve it. If we are serious
about gaining family time back, the deadline should be before Christmas.

changing siggraph deadline before Christmas may improve work life balance of researchers, but it
also impact other things. For example, if siggraph deadline is too close to cvpr or eccv deadline,
comoutational photography, geomtric learning, and imaging people may need to consider where to
submit their papers. Moving to Feb probably will conflict with Lunar new year in China and Korea.
Maybe moving siggraph asia to Feb after siggraph deadline is an option.

- For three years the i3D deadline has been mid December, - The period from submission to
presentation for SIGGRAPH is long already.
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As far as | know, there are two *important* festivals around Siggraph deadline, the spring festival
(in Feb) and Christmas (in Dec), | am pretty happy if Siggraph deadline could move to before
Christmas. If so, | think there are more people as happy as me.

Thanks for doing this survey!
January or nothing

It would be great to also consider the impact of vision conferences besides the listed specialized
conferences.

Deadline is only a minor issue for the crisis of SIGGRAPH. SIGGRAPH should accept more
papers, to the extent of not sacrificing paper qualities, for the careers of the young scholars.
Otherwise, they will choose to submit to CVPR/ICCV/ICML for higher visibility and citation count!

Deadline of SIGGRAPH should avoid conflict with Spring festival of ASIA, it's very bad for many
Asian colleagues, such as China, Japan, Korea, ...

The current deadline is terrible ruining life vs work balance. It should be changed far before or
after Christmas/New year break. Late November (then SIGGRAPH Asia can be early December)
or Mid February would be ideal for the new deadline.

Moving SIGGRAPH deadline to mid December is a great idea! It's not a life without Christmas,
when everyone is celebrating and you are working on a paper due to the bad choice of deadline
(January).

A February deadline may overlap with Chinese New Year depending on the year, which would be
an issue.

Anything will be better than the current mid January deadline.

| published ~20 SIGGRAPH papers over the last 20 years. The January SIGGRAPH deadline is
terrible and has already greatly damaged my quality of life over the last 20 years. Every single
year | worked on both Christmas day and New Year day. | am sick of it, and my family is
completely fed up. In addition, many NSF deadlines in the United States are at around January 10
("double whammy™"). If the deadline is not moved away from January, | will have to quit computer
graphics and start publishing in other fields. Computer vision conferences already have been
publishing research that used to be core graphics. ACM SIGGRAPH should work hard to make it
easier for computer graphics researchers to thrive in computer graphics, not insist on impossible
deadlines that just turn people away. Graphics is a hard field to survive in as is (low funding
opportunities). As per SIGGRAPH Asia, in my experience, the event is smaller than SIGGRAPH
US, majority of attendees are from Asia and there is simply less things to see than at SIGGRAPH
US. Itis a great event with great papers, but the value of attending is lower for me than
SIGGRAPH US, due to reduced networking opportunities. The papers | can always read by myself
anyway. So, although I respect the venue a lot, | rarely go to SIGGRAPH Asia. A potential solution
for SIGGRAPH Asia is to also move the SIGGRAPH Asia conference and submission deadline
back by ~2 weeks - 1 month.

Any deadline in January is the worst case for me. It collides with course prep and family holidays.
December and February are great. I've chaired conferences many times, including three of the
ones on your list. The number of SIGGRAPH rejects that were submitted to those conferences
was a very small fraction of their total submissions. With ToG resubmission and reviewer
continuity, | expect this to keep diminishing. | appreciate the consideration for other conferences,
but think SIGGRAPH's deadline should be placed at the time that favors SIGGRAPH reviewers
and authors. Small conferences can move their own dates to adapt if they have serious concerns.

Setting it in stone for the last week of January, instead of floating around within the month, would
be the most helpful. | think there is far more elasticity in the length of the review period if the
conference date changes from year to year.

The decision makers (faculty and senior) are not the ones impacted by this decision, the students
are. They are the one that sacrify spending time with family during Christmas to finalize their
results. Let us not forget that.

Switching to February (with a later notification date) would have a significant negative impact on
EGSR, HPG, etc.

I guess | didn't understand why this is even being considered. What's the problem with January? |
have never heard anyone complain -- apart from the fact that poor project planning is still
celebrated in the research community ;)

Moving to December would conflict with CVPR and ICCP.

Pushing deadline to the end of December is not great because many people in academia have to
deal with courses, finals, etc. at that time. | think making the deadline between the end of Jan and
the beginning of Feb is the best.

Best to leave the deadline as is. Having an earlier deadline just reduces time to prepare
submissions for no real reason; those who want to take vacations can always submit early or later
to TOG/SIGGRAPH Asia... there are many more options nowadays. More critically, SIGGRAPH is
already losing submissions to CVPR; having a Dec deadline close to CVPR's Nov coupled with
less time would likely lead to a plunge in submissions. A later deadline would squeeze EGSR etc.
out of existence, and also put a strong squeeze on Siggraph Asia (the one benefit of an earlier
deadline would be a more balanced 6 month gap for Siggraph and Asia deadlines).
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All times of year have potential conflicts. For my research group, it is important that the
SIGGRAPH outcomes are known before the SCA submission deadline.

The vision conferences (CVPR and ICCV/ECCV) have also become graphics conferences (see
the #image/3D/video synthesis submissions...). Putting SIGGRAPH 3-4 weeks after CVPR might
not be a good idea, because people might simply prefer to submit to CVPR if the paper is ready
near mid-November (instead of polishing for SIGGRAPH/TOG in Dec). | believe it would be better
if CVPR, SIGGRAPH, ICCV/ECCV, SIGGRAPH ASIA paper submission deadlines are spread
uniformly over the year (i.e. with a distance of 2-3 months).

FEBRUARY!!!

The current Siggraph deadline (2nd-3rd week of January) is not favourable for students who want
to submit, because it affects their holiday time in December and 1st week of January. It would be
ideal if it is moved to mid February, so that there is at least a month after the holidays to focus on
the submission. Moving the deadline forward to December sounds like a bad idea because it
coincides with Siggraph Asia.

| realize there are always trade-offs with any deadline chosen, but mid-January is about the worst
possible option, and | think any change is likely to be much better than leaving things as they are.

Moving the deadline to December would destroy my holiday season; | would probably never
submit again. Moving to February would devastate the specialized conferences unless the
Siggraph review period were shortened. | don't know why it needs to be as long as it is.

I'm unsure of the benefits of a deadline for Siggraph / Siggraph Asia, | think it is too much time-
constrained to have the same quality as a journal review cycle. Maybe it would be better to have a
single TOG track, without any deadline, and present at the conference the articles published in
TOG during the year.

Among students it's often joked that graphics researchers can forget about Christmas and New
Years. Moving the deadline to late December sounds absolutely terrible to me. Maybe mid-
December would be OK but that puts a ton more pressure on first year students. That also gives
students less research time away from classes. | would prefer February so that it's more likely |
can take a winter break.

I think it's okay if the deadline is end of January or very early in February. The main complaint is
that it's often too close to Christmas (e.g. 14th of January).

Moving the SIGGRAPH deadline to December is a fantastic idea!

I think having the deadline before Christmas would be best. Too many people have lost time with
their loved ones to the siggraph deadline.

Deadline before the Christmas holiday is my strong preference.

Thanks for considering this, | think it's great to explore options that would adjust the deadline away
from the beginning of semester / between-term breaks (in the US higher ed calendar)

no concern.
whatever keep it the same

| am strongly in favor of moving the SIGGRAPH deadline to Dec 22. Having to work over the
Christmas holidays for so many years has had a very negative impact on myself, my students, and
my family. After 10+ years of working through the holidays, | wouldn't mind actually enjoying the
holidays.

The motivation to move the deadline should be objective and strategic. If it is something like that
the current deadline is after Christmas and people want to enjoy Christmas, then | think that it is
not a fair act for all the researchers, especially those who are not celebrating it (while | personally
would love to enjoy Christmas). Moving it to Feb or Dec will be likely to influence some events
somewhere in the world, and | think that the survey will just reflect the majority votes for such
conflicts. We need a legitimate reason why we should do it. It is probably good to clarify why we
have the current deadline in Jan.

I'd prefer the SIGGRAPH deadline occur before Christmas so | can enjoy my break. Perhaps
swapping the times of the SIGGRAPH deadline and the SIGGRAPH Asia conference would
prevent people skipping SA to work on their submissions?

| want SIGGRAPH deadline to be in December, before the holidays. And have the Siggraph Asia
conference to be held in January.

If moving SIGGRAPH deadline to mid or late December, SIGGRAPH Asia can be held after the
deadline and the number of attendance can even be increased as right now in Decemeber people
are busy dealing with the January SIGGRAPH submission deadline.

I think moving is a good idea, the current deadline means that I'm less likely to submit as it will ruin
my christmas!

Both February and December are in any case, independently of any other conferences, better
than being stressed every winter holidays and having to sacrifice family time.

Having at least 2 weeks between official rejection and deadline for specialized conference is very
important for authors.
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Moving the deadline to December collides with an astonishing number of other deadlines,
holidays, and SIGGRAPH Asia attendance. Pushing it a few weeks later to February would have
relatively little impact on me currently, even though | have occasionally submitted to HPG. It does
collide more strongly with the ICML deadline, though, but maybe that’s not a bad thing? It would
concentrate the winter deadlines closer together, much as the pre-Thanksgiving deadlines are
now concentrated.

The current arrangement, i.e. right before the Chinese spring festival, works very well for me.

CVPR is already eating SIGGRAPH's lunch on many topics; please don't make the SIGGRAPH
deadline too close to the CVPR deadline.

Mid-late December seems ideal: it would avoid the holidays, and also put the Siggraph and
Siggraph Asia deadlines sufficiently apart to submit to both.

Siggraph deadline needs to be moved if we are serious about closing the gender gap in the
community. | would prefer a February deadline, but December is second best (I would hope that if
we move to December Siggraph Asia would move to January)

The current deadline is really bad, please move it to December (or earlier)!
Moving paper deadline to mid to late February would be fabulous!

Changing our regular conferences submissions must be handled carefully in order to reduce the
side-effects...

Please change the deadline to improve Grad student quality of life. We haven't seen our families
for the holidays in ages.

Asked and answered. | get the sense the survey is being resent year after year, by folks that hope
the answer will be different.

It's too close to the winter holidays right now. As a student it really affected my quality of life to be
working during my Christmas break.

Thank you for taking action on a topic so important to our community.

It would have been nice if this survey could take into account information like whether people have
a family, etc. My impression is that folks who favor the current January deadline are less affected
by constraints of family/personal life, but would begrudgingly be just as well off with a pre-holidays
deadline.

| would really appreciate when the deadline would be moved to beginning or mid of February,
because at the moment it is very close to Christmas. Sometimes it is very hard to find a good
trade-off between spending time with your family at the holidays and producing the highest quality
papers. Moving the deadline to late December would make this even more stressful because then
it interferes with Christmas preparations (and with the attendance at Siggraph asia). On the other
side | see the problem that a deadline in February would move the notification after the deadlines
of the specialised conferences like SCA or HPG. It is always a good opportunity to improve and
resubmit rejected Siggraph papers there. Moving the deadline MUST be coordinated with the
organizers of those conferences because some of them are already struggling with low
submission counts and this could completely destroy some of the smaller conferences like SCA.
Moving their deadlines is also not simple because e.g. SCA is co-located with Siggraph every
other year. The co location is a very nice feature because it drastically cuts down travelling costs.
They are very high when you come from Europe and most European universities have quite limited
budgets for travelling. In summary. A later deadline would be preferable, but only when the
notification is still before the deadlines of the smaller conferences and when they stay co located
with Siggraph. (Please don't kill SCA)

| see two other possibilities: get rid of the deadline (just ToG papers) or take the SIGGRAPH
papers out of ToG (reducing the appeal and significance of the deadline).

| perfer moving the deadline to December or Februrary over keeping it in January. | am on not
sure if December or February is better, but lean slightly towards February.

If moved to some deadline shortly before Xmas, don't expect reviewers (IPC members) to start
having time to work before the new year. In other words, the review process would lose 2(+)
weeks.

ACM needs to give the specialized conferences the flexibility to react to whatever SIGGRAPH
decides. When | was SCA chair, we tried to move the deadline to react to SIGGRAPH Asia, and
Stephen Spencer unilaterally threatened to pull ACM's sponsorship entirely. As a result, we were
forced to put our deadline at a terrible date, submissions declined by 23%, and the Pacific
Graphics ate our lunch.

Please move the deadline, | would love to be able to have a relaxing holiday season for the first
time in 10 years.

Please share survey results with community. Moving the deadline earlier will probability have a
positive impact on SNA colocated specialized conferences. SA in November seems safe, but
could shift even into October as a buffer. Non SNA-colocated specialized conferences will all need
to shift to survive, but should all be agile enough.

Be careful of the CVPR deadline.
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We conducted a survey on moving the date in our lab, and there was a strong majority in favor of
moving the deadline to December

I think the current dates are not optimal for researchers with families...

| want to spend my Christmas holidays at home and not preparing a paper for SIGGRAPH.

There are so many community members in China, normally Chinese Lunar New Year will be early
February or late January. Thus, if New Year or Chrismas holidays are taken into consideration, the
Chinese Lunar New Year holiday should receive equal weight.

- February is fine as long as it is before the Chinese New Year in that year; otherwise, it could be a
problem to the researchers in Asian and China - Would it be possible to have more than two SIG
deadlines per year to increase the number of submissions and to allow more flexibility; once a
paper is formally accepted, it can go to the next SIG or SIGA

Pros: + Happy Christmas and New Year Day Cons: - Conflict with SIGGRAPH Asia conf. Who
want to attend the conference? - CVPR (11/15) and SIGGRAPH deadlines are too close (just one
month). Which one day they will choose? - Deadline is still in the semester. No extra time to
prepare the paper.

December is the busiest academic month for professors and students in Brazil (end of the
semester), and moving the Siggraph deadline to this month would have a big negative impact on
our ability to prepare high quality submissions for Siggraph. | suspect the same is true for other
research institutions in Latin America. The last day of January or (very) early February would be
ok.

| am strongly in favor of moving the siggraph deadline before december 20th. Even more in favor
of having it on December 1st and having the conference mid july.

Please also consider conflicts with computer vision conferences, especially CVPR.

Having no end of year holidays is especially taxing for the otherwise also too much at risk of
developing mental health problems PhD students, moving the deadline will improve quality of life
tremendously. Smaller conferences will adapt their dates eventually.

Make a balance with SIGGRAPH ASIA, so that this two annual conference are evenly located
within a year, e.g. June for SIGA and December for SIG.

Let's move to Feb :-)

As a Chinese, | am more in favor of moving the deadline to December rather than February. The
Chinese New Year is usually in late January or early February. Moving the deadline to February
would likely put the deadline after the Chinese New Year. Another factor to consider is the
schedule of universities. In the country where | work, February is the begining of the spring
semester and thus pretty busy with teaching. Moving the deadline to February can make it more
stressful for those who work at a university.

Do not put the Siggraph deadline just after Christmas. It shouldn't be necessary to say this, but |
have the feeling that some people in the decision committee do not spend Siggraph with their
family and therefore do not realize the impact of putting this deadline e.g. on Dec. 27. A correct
time for the deadline, up to me, should be Dec. 20 at most, or far later, such as Feb. 20 minimum.

In terms of weekdays: | came to like the Tuesday deadlines.

The deadline of EU funding calls is often around 20 January. This often has a negative influence
on SIGGRAPH submissions.

Mid February would be idle. Specialized conferences are already showing trends in moving
deadlines in April and imho can be moved to last week of April.

It is definitely a downer that Your Christmas celebration will suffer when submitting to SIGGRAPH.
Thats why i rather submit to siggraph asia

Having the deadline before christmas would be very nice, especially if you have family. Keeping
the notification prior to specialized conferences helps those conferences as well so | would prefer
the deadline to be mid December.

What about a year round rolling deadline?

Changing the siggraph deadline would be good. It should still be possible to submit rejected paper
to specialized conference.

Schedule SIGGRAPH Asia after the SIGGRAPH deadline.

I would really prefer for it to be either before the winter holidays or well enough after that | may
enjoy the holidays.

| assume the vacation/festival would also play a role. E.g. Christmas and Chinese/Russian new
year.

Moving the Siggraph deadline to before christmas also puts Siggraph in even closer competition
with CVPR, which seems like a really bad idea given that they are already outcompeting Siggraph
for a lot of the best work.

Earlier or later both great, just far enough away from Christmas/New Year's to not affect vacations
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SIGGRAPH Technical Papers Deadline Survey
siggraph asia could be moved to late October. It is about time to change the siggraph deadline to
either before the holidays, or to mid Feb.

I would personally worry more about conflicts with top vision conferences (CVPR, ECCV, ICCV)
rather than conferences like Expressive. | suspect a number of other contributors to SIGGRAPH
would be in the same boat.

DONT CHANGE!
The current deadline around mid-January works very well to me.

Actually, the specialized conferences thing should not be tied to SIGGRAPH deadlines, as it
makes these conferences second tier.

Maintain the status quo.

I've thought for long that a pre-Christmas DL would be great, for all the usual reasons. Had not
thought of February. | imagine Feb could have a big impact on the specialized venues, whereas
pre-xmas not so much?

| prefer to keep the SIG deadline unchanged!

The old deadline is sometime overlap with the Lunar New Year, one of the most important festival
in the counties of Asia.

One concern not mentioned above is proximity to CVPR deadline, as the overlap with the
computer vision community is considerable. Current deadline spacing is uniform, with approx 2
month spacing: CVPR: mid Nov, SIGGRAPH mid Jan, ICCV/ECCV mid March, SIGGRAPH Asia
end of May. The change in the deadline will result in CVPR and SIGGRAPH deadlines about a
month apart.

Please save our Christmas

| think December is not a good choice as it is Christmas time in the West. January is ok but better
to avoid the Chinese new year. Mid Feb seems good in my opinion. You might consider to move
Siggraph Asia to Aug as well. This way Siggraph and Siggraph Asia interleaves well to computer
vision conferences like CVPR as well.

| was very disappointed to have my paper rejected on a technicality.
Mid February sounds amazing.

Thank you for working on this! | hope a better deadline can be achieved.
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