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Blending technology and art

SINGAPORE : "Toy Story", "Finding Nemo", "Ratatouille"
and most recently "Wall-E", these are just some of the
names of the most gripping animation movies produced
by Pixar Animation Studios.

With its state of the art animation technology and beloved
animated characters, Pixar has managed to capture the
hearts and minds of both children and adults,
transporting them from under the sea ("Finding Nemo")
to trash filled planets ("Wall-E™) on exciting adventures.

It is no wonder that the award winning animation studio
has seen its movies gross US$4.5-billion worldwide!

While technology advancement has allowed vast
improvements in animation, Rob Cook, Vice-President of
Advanced Technology at Pixar, puts forth that that is very
literally only half the picture.

In town for computer graphics conference and exhibition,
SIGGRAPH Asia 2008, Cook acknowledges the two-way
relationship between technology and the artist.

"The art challenges the technology because the artists will
come up with things that are really hard (for
technologists),"” said Cook.
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Blending technology and art

"On the other hand, technology will come up with some new capability and the artists will look at it and

say, 'Wow, what can we do with that?"
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Pixar has faced numerous animation challenges throughout the years, with each specific film bringing
new obstacles to overcome.

Cook names the sheer amount of detail when illustrating the planet of trash in "Wall-E" and making
animated food look appetizing in "Ratatouille” as some of the biggest challenges to date.

The next obstacle ahead as Cook reveals is Pixar's upcoming animated film, "Up", which is set to be
released in summer 2009.

Unfortunately (for them) or fortunately (for us), Cook says the hurdles to leap over in animation are
never ending.

"We keep thinking that we'll finally get to a point where the next movie will be easy because we've got
all these pieces in place, but they always come up with something more difficult!" mused Cook.

Thankfully enough, with each hurdle crossed in technology is also another hurdle and breakthrough in
animated movies.

Seems like a win-win situation for both animators and audiences alike!

- CNA/os
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